Norman Anderson
Professor Sir Norman Anderson was a man of towering intellect. He lectured in Egypt, and was then Director of the Advanced Legal Institute in London University. For over sixty years he supported the ministry of IFES. I [Lindsay Brown] was with him at one of the last public events at which he spoke, before his death in his mid-eighties. It was at a large conference for students in England with nearly two thousand present. 

During that meeting, he was interviewed by an Anglican curate in his late twenties. At that time, Professor Anderson’s wife had senile dementia and she could no longer recognise him. All three of his children had died in early adulthood. I was taken aback by the curate’s question. As he turned to Prof Anderson, he said, ‘When you look back over your life and reflect on the fact that you have lost all your three children, and now your wife of sixty years no longer recognises you, do you ever ask the question, ‘Why me?’ It was a bold if not insensitive question. I was surprised by Professor Anderson’s response. ‘No, I’ve never asked the question, ‘Why me?’ but I have asked the question, ‘Why not me?’ I am not promised as a Christian that I will escape the problems encountered by others; we all live in a fallen world.

‘When a plane goes down, there are sometimes Christians in it. Believers suffer from cancer, just as unbelievers do. I am not promised, simply because I am a Christian, that I will be delivered from all difficulties in this world. I am, however, promised that in the midst of difficulties, God through Christ will be present with me, and will give his grace to help me cope with the difficulties and bear witness to him. After all, the stars shine brightest in the desert.’ 
Assefa Gugsa

Assefa became a Christian in his early teens and led many high school students to faith. He was imprisoned on several occasions. On one occasion he heard some noise outside his prison cell, and was taken outside to see two young men being shot dead. One of them had been led to Christ by Assefa and had been shot in the head because of his testimony. The soldiers said to Assefa,’ If you don’t deny your faith, we will kill you too’. Assefa refused to deny his faith. For some reason known only to God the soldiers refrained from shooting him and several days later he was thrown out of the prison. 

For years he had no home in which to live, and sometimes gathered his food from rubbish dumps. He was able to return to university only after the fall of the government. After graduating, he became General Secretary of the Ethiopian student movement, which throughout the 1990s drew in around a fifth of all university students in the country, with some 500 trained Bible study leaders. When they faced difficulties, people from Assefa’s home village would say, ‘You should go to the God of Assefa. He can deliver you’.
Antoine Rutayisiré 
The 1994 massacres in Rwanda claimed the lives of many of our key students and graduates. At that time Antoine Rutayisire was a national staffworker with the IFES movement. He barely escaped the rampaging mobs and was taken to a refugee camp on the border of Rwanda and Uganda. There he spent six months sharing two rooms with over 20 other people, his small child and his pregnant wife. I [Lindsay] wrote to him offering him a years’ sabbatical to come and study at a theological college in Wales. Memorably, he wrote back to me saying: ‘Thank you for your kind offer to come to Wales. But I have to refuse. I must go back to the capital as soon as I can. For if I do not share in my people’s pain; neither can I share with them the joy of the gospel!’ Antoine went on to be director of Africa Enterprise in Rwanda. He has taken into his own home the children of his sister and brother in-law who were killed, and has now has adopted into his own family five or six children of believers who were killed. He also ran an extensive programme caring for orphans, and is involved in a ministry of reconciliation. 

Antoine has now been appointed Vice Chairman of the National Commission for Unity and Reconciliation. Other friends of IFES also hold senior office including Kanamugire Silas, a member of the Commission, who serves as Minister for Transport, and Charles Muligande, leader of the Rwanda Patriotic Front. All three continue to lend encouragement to the UGBR (IFES-Rwanda), under the leadership of Phocas Ngendahayo. Some 125,000 prisoners still await trial for their part in the 1994 genocide in which a million died.

Charles Muligande

During the time of the genocide, Charles Muligande, a graduate who had been active in the student ministry, was teaching in a university in the USA. After the fighting subsided, he was invited back to the country to serve as Minister of Transport in the government. He had been a highly paid lecturer of mathematics in the US, but when he saw the turmoil his country was experiencing, he felt called by God to return. Like Daniel, God has given him great wisdom and political acumen. He began as an advisor to the president before becoming government minister for information and then serving as Director of Education. Now he is General Secretary of the Rwanda Patriotic Front, the ruling party that brought an end to the genocide. He is also part of the tribal reconciliation committee set up by the government. He is highly respected by non-Christians and Christians alike. He was once asked to be a candidate in the presidential elections, but he declined believing that as President he would lose friends and his influence would be short lived. Although his position in the government is less prestigious he believes that he is able to be a greater influence for the gospel. He works not out of ambition, not for adventure, not to gain money, but to minister for God.

Armando Procel

Guinea in West Africa is one of the poorest countries in the world. The government here often sends its brightest students to study in Portugal, with which it has strong links. In the late 1980s, Armando Procel, a young law student, was sent to study in Portugal. There he became a Christian, and began to grow in his faith. Through his friends in the Christian Union, he learned how the Bible applies to every area of life, and resolved, when he returned home, to work to influence his country’s government and legal services. He was very gifted young lawyer and on his return was quickly appointed as Deputy to the Chief Justice. 
Guinea, a one party state, had a small church. Some councillors recommended that freedom of worship be restricted because of the growing influence of Christians. The President acted on this and asked the Chief Justice to draw up a new law which would restrict such freedom. The Chief Justice in turn delegated the responsibility to Procel. Procel agonised before respectfully telling the President that he had to decline his request. ‘Why do you refuse my commands?’ the President asked. The young man replied, ‘I am a Christian. I could not frame a law restricting the activities of my brothers and sisters in Christ. You must do with me as you will.’ The President was so impressed with Procel’s firm but gracious stance that he abandoned the new law!
Ten years later the President invited Procel to become Prime Minister of the country. He turned down the invitation because he didn’t want to be too closely associated with the President. So the President offered him any position in the cabinet he would care to choose. Procel took the position of Head of Communications so that he would have control over television and newspapers.!

Tragically, he and his family were involved in a car crash. His wife and child were killed, but he himself was spared and flown in the presidential jet to Paris, where he spent a long time convalescing. Since then he has returned to Guinea and is still supporting the emerging student movement. In his story we can see both deliverance, and faith in the midst of adversity. 
Tonica van der Meer

A remarkable female staff worker in the history of IFES is Tonica van der Meer. Tonica is of Brazilian origin and served IFES first in the Brazilian movement. In the early 1980s, the student work in Portugal was struggling with barely more than 15-20 students coming to annual conferences. We desperately needed a gifted Bible study trainer to help strengthen the work. Tonica had come to England for a two-year cross-cultural missions course and Lindsay visited to plead with her to serve with IFES in Portugal. She had significant experience in Brazil and was a Portuguese speaker - an ideal background. However she politely declined. She had skin cancer, and had been warned by doctors not to serve in a hot country where she would expose her skin to the sun’s rays. 

Several years later, we heard that Tonica had gone to Angola as the first student worker there. When I met her again at an international conference, I asked why she had gone to Angola given that the climate was much hotter than in Portugal; surely this would be difficult for her skin problem. ‘The Lord called me,’ she said, ‘so I couldn’t resist.’ I knew she had been engaged to be married at college, so I asked what happened to her fiancé. ‘He didn’t want to come,’ she said, ‘so I ended the relationship.’ 
Ruth and Neal Eldrenkamp

On 18 September 1997, on the outskirts of Quito, Ecuador, Neal Eldrenkamp, Media Secretary for IFES in Latin America, was shot dead by car thieves in front of his wife, Ruth, and young children, Jonathan and Luana. At World Assembly Ruth shared her testimony: 
"Today, I stand here alone. Jonathan, Luana and Natalia [born in November 1997] are back home in Buenos Aires; and Neal is in our eternal home, with our Lord. When he was shot to death almost two years ago, all the family dreams and ministry dreams were suddenly cut short. 

"Life will never be the same. We have lost a loving companion, a playful father, a creative servant, a humble man of God. 

"But why am I taking time to share these things with you? First, I need to thank you, my IFES family, for being means of grace to my children and me. Your love, prayers, gifts and words of encouragement have meant we couldn't crash down even if we had chosen to. They've been sustaining, as have been God's provision through my life through a God-fearing family, my church and the IFES movement. 

"Second, I am here because I must witness to the kind of God we serve. Yes! He is the God of history, the Sovereign Lord. Yet he has chosen to exercise his rule by giving his own Son, by taking upon himself the utmost pain of darkness and total separation and loss, consequences of our sin, so that we might live with him forever. So that all creation may become what he intended it to be. He not only accompanies us in our suffering, but suffers on our behalf. 

"Third, I must remind myself and others that this is the kind of world we live in: a broken world, full of emptiness, racked by injustice and consequent poverty and violence. The question, then, is not 'Why?' but 'Why not?' Why should we as Christians expect immunity from pain and loss while most of the world suffer them? 

"Lastly - and this is my main reason for speaking to you today - that brokenness is not the end of the story. Our pain is deep, but it is not all encompassing; our loss is enormous, but it is not eternal; and death is our enemy but it does not have the final word. The wounded Lamb is also the Lion of Judah and one day He will reign in his perfect rule of love, peace and justice." 
Cuong

Lindsay Brown writes…

“I think of brother Cuong of Vietnam who wrote one of the most famous letters in IFES history to my predecessor, Chua Wee Hian, in 1975. When offered a free passage by American soldiers at the end of the Vietnamese war, he wrote:

‘I have decided to stay and I do not encourage any Christian students to leave. Their faith needs to be proved under trial. I doubt the kind of faith that is easy-going. If all desert, who is going to witness to Christ here? Pray for the Church in Vietnam that we might have courage, strength and wisdom to face the coming fiery trial. We are going to suffer, to die and be raised up with him in glory.’

“Many of you are in times of economic and political unpredictability and you will have to face the call to be courageous.”

[From various emails, letters, reports etc. Sarah Middleton. June 2004]

